Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 19th September, 2005 at 3.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.
 
Cathaoirleach:           Cllr. M. Shortall 
 
Also Present:              Cllrs. J. Brennan, P. Dunphy, M. Lanigan, P. Cuddihy, 
A. Phelan, D. Doyle, M. Doran, T. Brennan, C.Connery. 
P. Millea, D. Dowling, M. H.Cavanagh, P. Fitzpatrick, 
M. O’Brien, C. Phelan-Holden, B. Aylward, T. Breathnach, 
P. O’Neill, M. Brett, T. Maher, J. Coonan, 

M. Noonan, C. Long.

Apologies : 

Cllrs. W. Ireland & J. Cody. 
 
 
In Attendance:          M. Malone, County Manager, J. McCormack, T. Walsh,

T.Gunning, P.O’Neill, Directors of Services, J. Dempsey, Head of Finance, A.M. Walsh, Senior Executive Officers, and 
A. Waldron, Meetings Administrator.
 

At the outset of the meeting members expressed their sympathy to the Byrne Family, Ballykeeffe, Cuffesgrange on the tragic death of their son Michael in similar circumstances to his late brother Ken. 

 
Votes of Sympathy:
 
A vote of sympathy was extended to the following:- 

· Eileen Lanigan who works in the Firestation on the death of her son David. 
· Kieran White, High Street, Kilkenny on the death of Michael White. 

· Mrs. Fitzpatrick, Sycamore Drive, Loughboy, Kilkenny of the death of her husband John Fitzpatrick. 

· The Lawlor Family, Granges Road, Kilkenny on the death of Michael Lawlor.

· The Healy Family, Butlersgrove, Gowran, Co. Kilkenny on the death of James Healy. 

· The Cleere Family, Blackmill Street, Kilkenny on the death of Nicholas Cleere. 

· Mrs. Kitty Foskin, Main Street, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death her husband Milo Foskin. 

· Mr. & Mrs. Murphy, Lismatigue, Knocktopher, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Margaret Duggan. 

· The Murphy Family, Danganbeg, Dunamaggin, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Paddy Murphy. 

· Alice Walsh, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny on the death of William Kelly. 

· The Shea Family, Owning, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Jim O’ Shea. 

· Paddy Brennan, Georges Tree, Jenkinstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his sister Peg Walsh. 

· Tommy Downey, Foulksrath, Jenkinstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his sister Ellen Downey. 

· Martin Mooney, Cloneen, Crettyard, Carlow on the death of his son Damien Mooney. 

· Mrs. R. Murphy, Greenfields, Kilkenny on the death of Anthony Murphy. 

· Eileen Ryan, St. Fiacres Place, Kilkenny on the death of her husband Jim Ryan. 

· John Bourke, Turkstown, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his wife Mary Burke. 

· James Walsh, Gaulsmills, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Richard Walsh. 

· Bill McGrath & Family, Polerone, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny on the death of James McGrath. 

· William Duggan, Ballinteskin, Hugginstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his wife Margaret Duggan. 

· The Fox Family, Fanningstown, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Nora Fox. 

· The Power Family, Dournane Road, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Essie Everett. 

· Mr. Liam Walsh, Bigwood, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his wife Sheila Walsh. 

Members also expressed sympathy to Cllr. Tom Maher on the death of his mother Nora Maher. Cllr. Maher expressed his appreciation to all those who sympathised and attended the funeral. As a mark of respect to the late Nora Maher it was agreed that there would be a 15 minute adjournment. 

After the adjournment congratulations were offered to Kilkenny City on their high marks in the Tidy Towns competition. Congratulations were also offered to the villages of Inistioge, Tullahought and Templeorum for their performances in the competition. Good wished were offered to Cllrs. Joe Cody and Billy Ireland who are indisposed at present. 

 
1.         Confirmation of Minutes- Dearbhú Miontuairiscí:
 
(a)               Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 18th July, 2005. 
 
Proposed by Cllr. M.H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:- 
 
“That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 18th July, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.
 

(b)               Minutes of Special Meeting held on 29th July, 2005. 
 
Proposed by Cllr. M.H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:  
 
“That the minutes of the Special Meeting held on 29th July, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

These minutes to be amended to reflect that Cllr. T. Breathnach made general contributions on all the Local Area Plans. 
 
(c)      Minutes of Callan Electoral Area Meeting held on 15th June, 2005  
 

    Dealt with at the July 2005 Meeting. 

 
(d)     Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting held on 11th July, 2005. 
 
Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved: 
 
“That the minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area held on 11th July, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(e) Minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 12th July, 2005. 
Proposed by Cllr. M.H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. J.Coonan and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area  Meeting held on 12th July, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(f) Minutes of Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 22nd July, 2005. 

Proposed by Cllr. M.H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. J.Coonan and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of Piltown Electoral Area  Meeting held on 22nd  July, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(g) Minutes of Forward Planning & Development SPC Meeting held on 29th July, 2005. 

Proposed by Cllr. M.H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. J.Coonan and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of Forward Planning & Development SPC   Meeting held on 29th  July, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(h) Minutes of Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 9th September, 2005. 

Proposed by Cllr. M.H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. J.Coonan and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of Piltown Electoral Area  Meeting held on 9th September 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

2.         Business prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Council.
Gnó forordaithe do réir Reachtaíochta, Orduithe Seasta, nó Rúin an      Chomhairle.
  (a)      Housing and Other Disposal- Tithíocht & Díuscairt Eile
Housing - Tithíocht
 
Proposed by Cllr.  C. Connery, Seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and resolved:-
(i) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at Barrowmount Road, Goresbridge, Co. Kilkenny to Denis adn Angela Hynes in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification issued to members on 8th September, 2005). 

(ii) 
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 65 Oakhill, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny to Alice Walsh in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification issued to members on 8th September, 2005).

        (iii)
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 6 Rivercourt, Main Street, Goresbridge, Co. Kilkenny to Mark and Carla Taylor in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification issued to members on 8th September, 2005).

(iv)
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 25 Oaklawns, Paulstown, Co. Kilkenny to Brian Whyte and Margaret Curran in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”.  (Notification issued to members on 8th September, 2005). 

(v)
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at Knocknadogue, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny to Maurice Ryan and Triona Doyle in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification issued to members on 8th September, 2005).

(vi)
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 22 An Cuainin, Tuar na Blatha, Ferrybank, Via Waterford to Mary O’ Carroll in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification issued to members on 8th September, 2005). 

(vii)
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 29 Abbey Drive, Abbey Park, Rathculliheen, Ferrybank, Via Waterford to Lisa Power in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification issued to members on 8th September, 2005). 

(viii) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 29 Greenview, Ballyragget, Co. Kilkenny to John Gleeson in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification issued ot members on 8th September, 2005). 

(ix) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in site at No.2A Mill Road, Inistioge, Co. Kilkenny to Adrian and Martina Codd for the sum of €29,500. (Notification issued to members on 8th September, 2005). 

John McCormack informed the meeting that the Corporate Policy Group had agreed at their last meeting that the required documentation for housing disposal’s would be forwarded to members by way of email rather then through the post. 
(b) Other Disposal - Díuscairt Eile 

Proposed by Cllr. A Phelan, Seconded by Cllr. B. Aylward and resolved:-
(i) That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of 2.7 acres of land at Newtown, Graiguenamanagh, Co. Kilkenny to Mr. Martin Malone & Mr. James Butler for the sum of €265,000 with each party being responsible for its own legal costs associated with the sale. 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- 

(ii) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of a plot of land at Loughboy, Kilkenny to Paddy Power, Bohernatounish Road, Loughboy, Kilkenny for the sum of €5,900.00 with the purchaser being responsible for all legal costs associated with the sale”.  

Proposed by Cllr. A. Phelan, Seconded by Cllr. M. O’ Brien and resolved:- 

(iii) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of a plot of land at Coolroe, Griaguenamanagh, to Eamon & Roisin Sheehy, Coolroe, Graiguenamanagh, Co. Kilkenny for the sum of €20,000.00 with the purchasers being responsible for all legal costs associated with the sale”. 
(c)             Housing – Tithíocht
Notice of Proposed Development by a Local Authority in accordance with  Section   179(3) of the Planning & Development Act 2000
Proposed by Cllr. C. Connery, Seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:-
(i) Notice of Proposed Development by a Local Authority in accordance with Section 179(3) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 – Construction of 16 No. Dwellings at Castlecomer Road, Ballyragget, Co. Kilkenny is hereby approved 

Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. C. Phelan-Holden and  resolved:- 

          (ii)  Notice of Proposed Development by a Local Authority in accordance with Section 179(3) of the Planning &Development Act, 2000 – Construction of 23 No. Dwellings at Chapel Street, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny is hereby approved  

Contributions made by Cllrs. C. Long, T. Maher, T. Breathnach, 

B. Aylward, J. Brennan and P. Dunphy. 
(d) Roads – Bóithre
               
(a)    3 Year Programme for Non National Roads. 
Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:-“That Kilkenny County Council’s 3 Year Programme for Non National Roads as agreed at the Local area meetings be and are hereby resolved”. 

It was agreed that the Non National Roads Programme for the County would  be circulated to all Councillors. 
   Mr. Tom Gunning confirmed to the meeting that Kilkenny County

   Council have written to the Department of the Environment requesting an increase in funding to reflect the increases in the price of diesel. 
   Contributions Cllrs. J. Brennan, P. O’ Neill, T. Breathnach and 

   M. Shortall. 
(b) Extinguishment of Public Right-of-Way under Section 73 of the Roads

       Act 1993. 
Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. C. Phelan-Holden and resolved:- 

“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the proposal to extinguish the Public Right of Way at the following location:- Laneway at Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny – from Milo Foskin’s House to the railway line”. 
(e)      
 Environment – Comhshaol 

                        Historic Graveyard Grants 2005 final round offers 

Proposed by Cllr. C. Phelan Holden, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved: - “That the final round of Historic Graveyard Grants 2005 as per report circulated is hereby approved”. 
 (f)       
Corporate Affairs – Gnóthaí Corparáideacha
         Amendment to Standing Orders 


John McCormack, Director of Services brought to the attention of the Councillors the amendments to the Standing Orders as drafted and agreed by the Corporate Policy Group. With reference to item 20 on the Standing Orders under the heading of “Urgent Business” amendment was proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan as follows:- 

Not withstanding any provisions of these standing orders a motion may be proposed without notice for the purpose of dealing with Urgent Business related to a function of the local authority, at the discretion of the Cathaoirleach or subject to the requirement that not less then ⅔ of the members of Kilkenny County Council vote in favour. A vote took place on this amendment as follows:- 
FOR: Cllrs. A. Phelan, M. O’ Brien, T. Breathnach, M. Shortall, M. Noonan. Total 5 

AGAINST: Cllrs. M.H. Cavanagh, J. Brennan, C. Connery, P. Fitzpatrick, J. Coonan, M. Brett, M. Doran, T. Maher, D. Doyle, P. O’ Neill, T. Brennan, R. Aylward, D. Dowling, C. Long and P. Dunphy. Total 15 

ABSENT: Cllrs. P. Millea, J. Cody, M. Lanigan, P. Cuddihy, W. Ireland and C. Phelan-Holden. Total 6 

As this amendment was deemed to be defeated it was agreed that the original amendments to standing orders as agreed by the Corporate Policy Group be voted on. This included the following amendment to standing orders:-

Not withstanding any other provisions of these standing orders a motion may be proposed without notice for the purpose of dealing with Urgent Business related to a function of the local authority, at the discretion of the Cathaoirleach or subject to the requirement that not less then 13 members (being at least one half of the total number of members of the authority) vote in favour. This vote took place as follows:- 

FOR: Cllrs. M. H. Cavanagh, P. Millea, J. Brennan, C. Connery, P. Fitzpatrick, J. Coonan, M. Brett, M. Doran, T. Maher, D. Doyle, P. O’ Neill, T. Brennan, R. Aylward, D. Dowling, C. Long and P. Dunphy. Total 16

AGAINST: Cllrs. M. Shortall, M. Noonan, A. Phelan, M. O’ Brien, T. Breathnach. Total 5 
ABSENT: Cllrs. J. Cody, M. Lanigan, P. Cuddihy, W. Ireland and C. Phelan-Holden. Total 5. 

As this vote was passed it was Proposed by Cllr. R. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. D. Doyle and resolved:- “That the amendments to Kilkenny County Council’s Standing Orders as agreed by the Corporate Policy Group be and is hereby approved”. 

(g)        
Sanitary Services – Seirbhísí Slántaíochta
 Extension to the Control House at Jamestown Reservoir, Piltown,Co. Kilkenny.

Proposed by Cllr. C. Long, Seconded by Cllr. P. Dunphy and resolved:- 

“That the extension to the Control House at Jamestown Reservoir, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny as per report be and is hereby approved”. 

3.      Urgent Correspondence - Comhfhreagras Práinneach
None 
4.      Business adjourned from a previous Meeting - Gnó ar athló ó chruinniú  

         roimhe seo 

None. 
5.     Fix Dates and Times of Meetings - Dátaí agus Amanta do chruinnithe a   

       shocru
Schedule of meetings from September 2005 to November 2005 agreed. 
6.          Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council - 
Plé ar Thuairiscí agus Moltaí ó Choistí an Comhairle:
(a)    Report on Callan Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 15th June
          Agreed at the July Meeting. 
(b) Report on Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting held on 11th July, 2005. 

      Report presented by Cllr. J. Coonan. 
      Items discussed:- 

· Roadworks and possible distributions that may occur in the city as a result. 
(c) Report on Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 12th July, 2005 
        Report presented by Cllr. P. O’ Neill

        Issues considered:- 

· 3 Years Road Programme. 

· Review of Speed Limits 

· Traffic Management at Jerpoint Grotto

A discussion took place regarding the R700 New Ross to Kilkenny Road. Contributions Cllrs. M. O’ Brien, D. Doyle and P. O’ Neill. 

It was agreed that items (d) and (f) would be taken together 

(d&f) Report on Piltown Electoral Area Meetings held on 22nd July and 9thSeptember, 2005. 

Report presented by Cllr. D. Dowling

Issues considered:- 

· 3 year  road programme

· Waterford City Boundary Extension

· Road Safety 

· Taking in charge of roundabout at Belmount 

· Presentation given by Niall O’ Keeffe, Regional Manager of NABLO outlining the services they provide. 

During discussions on these reports, updates were sought regarding Kilkenny County Council’s response to the proposal of Waterford City Council for a boundary extension. The County Manager informed members that consultants were now in place and he expected a draft document to come before the members in October. He confirmed to members that there was no legal framework for an extension of the closing date for members of the public to respond to the proposal. He further confirmed that the consultants recommend that Kilkenny County Council do not seek an extension to their statutory time limit of 24th January, 2006. Members paid tribute to all those who have taken time from work and from their free time to work on responding to the boundary extension proposal. 

Contributions by Cllrs. P. Dunphy, T. Breathnach, D. Dowling, M. Shortall and B. Aylward. 

(e) Report on Forward Planning & Development Strategic Policy Committee  Meeting held on 29th July, 2005. 

Report presented by Cllr. M. Lanigan. 
Issues discussed:- 

· Town renewal update 
· Estate Management 
· Wind energy strategy 
· Waterford Boundary extension proposal 
· Confirmation that Cllr. Lanigan would contact the Garda Superintendent             to see if he was available to speak at the next meeting. 
During discussions on this item it was agreed by Philip O’ Neill, Director of Services that he would contact the Department of the Environment regarding the receipt of guidelines on wind energy. He further confirmed that consultants had now been appointed with regard to the Loughmacask development. Philip O’ Neill informed the members that the draft plan for Loughmacask would be going on public display in either December or  January. 

A discussion took place regarding anti social behaviour. During these discussions John McCormack informed the members that there was a need for a massive inter agency response to deal with this situation. The County Manager informed the members that he would be requesting a meeting with the Gardai on this issue. John McCormack informed the members that Kilkenny County Council had received approval for a tenant liaision officer who would have a two year contract. 

With regard to a request for a report on unfinished housing estates. It was agreed that this issue would be brought through the relevant SPC before going on to the full council. 

Contributions by Cllrs. M. Lanigan, T. Maher, J. Brennan, P. Millea, J. Coonan, P. Cuddihy, M. Noonan, T. Breathnach, M. Brett, B. Aylward, C. Connery, D. Dowling. 

7. Other Business set forth in the Notice convening the Meeting - 
Gnó Eile romhainn i bhFógra reachtála an Chruinnithe
          None 

8. Conferences – Comhdhálacha
           Proposed by Cllr. J. Brennan, Seconded by Cllr. P. O’ Neill and agreed. 

9. Matters Arising from Minutes - Gnótha ag éirí as Miontuairiscí
None. 
10. Any Other Business - Aon Ghnó Eile
A discussion took place regarding Kilkenny County Council’s policy on temporary signage. It was agreed that this issue would revert to the Environment SPC for discussion. 
A query was raised regarding any follow up on the Minister for Enterprise & Employment regarding the IDA recent meeting concerning the Belview area. Tony Walsh, Director of Services confirmed that there had been no response following meeting with the Minister. It was Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved: - “That Kilkenny County Council would write to the Minister for Enterprise, Trade & Employment expressing their disappointment at the lack of response following their meeting with him regarding the decision by the IDA not to proceed with the purchase of lands at the Belview Area in South Kilkenny for the provision of an Industrial Park. 
A discussion took place regarding the receipt of Agendas and enclosed documents. Concern was expressed at the delays from An Post with items been posted on a Tuesday only been received the following Monday. It was agreed that Kilkenny County Council would review the type of envelope that the documentation would be received in. 

Congratulations were offered to Fiona Connery and Caitriona Carey for their performances with the Irish Ladies Hockey team. 

11.       Notices of Motion - 
12. Fógraí Rúin:


20 (05)
Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh

“That this Council supports Post Offices retaining their current service provision remit and, in recognition of the important role of the post office at the heart of the local community, calls on the Government to expand the role of Post Offices to ensure their viability in the future”.

Agreed. 

21 (05)
Cllr. Malcolm Noonan
“That Kilkenny County Council introduce Bye Laws banning the installation and use of food waste macerators in all new domestic dwellings, hotels and restaurants due to the adverse impacts that they pose on Local Authority Waste Water Treatment System”.

In discussions on this motion from Cllr. Noonan, Tom Gunning informed the members that National legislation was forthcoming that would not alone ban the use of food waste macerators but would ban their sale. Cllr. Noonan agreed that he would hold off on this Notice of Motion pending the introduction of National Legislation. 


It was agreed that Notice of Motion 22(05) and 26(05) would be taken together. 

22(05)
Cllrs. Michael O’ Brien & Ann Phelan 

“That Kilkenny County Council would immediately examine the issues of road safety and pedestrian protection for residents of Mill Road, Inistioge, from the village centre extending to the recently completed housing estate, and consider installing corrective measures like ramps etc”.

26(05)    Cllrs. Ann Phelan & Michael O’ Brien 

“That this Council would immediately examine the issue of adequate street maintenance in Inistioge to address the special tourist related needs of the village, and to supplement the commendable civic efforts of the local tidy towns committee”.


Proposed by Cllr. A. Phelan, Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and agreed. 

23(05)
 Cllr.Tomas Breathnach 

“Prior to any increased industrial development at Belview Port in the Slieverue area, Kilkenny County Council agrees to undertake/fund a baseline study of the Slieverue area to include criteria agreed with the Local Community”. 


Responding to this Notice of Motion, the County Manager informed the meeting that a specific baseline strategy for this area could be done under any EIS that may be necessary to complete as part of a development application. He felt that expenditure would be more appropriate by the private sector rather then Kilkenny County Council. He also confirmed that he would ask the IDA regarding any proposals they might have for a baseline study of the Slieverue area. 

24(05)
Cllr. Tomas Breathnach 


“That Kilkenny County Council undertake a survey of cross-roads in the County to determine the adequacy of their signage from a direction and safety point of view and a programme of work to remedy any deficiencies be drawn up and implemented”. 

          
In response to this Notice of Motion, Tom Gunning, Director of Services informed the members that the NRA were going to be doing a survey on signage for regional roads in 2006. This survey which was going to be carried out by independent sources not connected with the County Council would form a first step towards a review of signage he confirmed to the members that Kilkenny County Council would examine the situation regarding extending this review to county roads following completion of this survey. 


It was proposed by Cllr. P. Dunphy, seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and resolved: - “That Standing orders be suspended to allow discussion on all the outstanding notice of motion after 6.00 p.m”.
25(05)
Cllr. John Coonan. 
 Proposed by Cllr. John Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:- 
“That we the members of Kilkenny County Council Re Affirm our full support for the continued Development of acute Hospital services in Carlow/Kilkenny at St. Lukes Hospital”. 

27(05)
Cllrs. Pat Dunphy, Catherine Connery, John Brennan, Dick Dowling, Paul Cuddihy 
Proposed by Cllr. P. Dunphy, Seconded by Cllr. T. Breathnach and resolved:- 
“That Kilkenny County Council write to the Minister and ask her not to approve or licence genetically modified crops as long as there are doubts about safety to the consumer. That the consumer be protected until scientific evidence is produced that guarantees their safety

28(05)
Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh 
Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:- 
“This Council notes with concern the recent statements of the Irish Medical Organisation representing 6000 Medical Doctors, and a similar statement from the Strategic Task Force on Alcohol, in which both bodies expressed their alarm and concern at the proposals of the Minister for Justice to introduce five new categories of liquor licence under the proposed codification of liquor licensing legislation- they being:

· A Café Bar licence,

· A Distance Selling licence,

· A Caterer’s licence,

· A licence for Public Cultural Events, and 

· Guest House licence, 

Which will result in a greatly increased number of liquor outlets that will fuel the already serious problem of under age and binge drinking with the resultant public order problems that affect our society. 

We therefore call on the Government to recognize that we already have a problem of too easy access to alcohol leading to abuse, and that we have too many outlets selling alcohol at present with a licence for every 350  persons of all ages of the population. 

We therefore call on the Government to abandon these proposals”

29(05)
Cllr. Cora Long.
          Proposed by Cllr. C. Long, Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and resolved:- 
“That Kilkenny County Council call on Mary Harney, Minister for Health to remove the means testing on family members for the Carers Allowance and would like her to give a firm commitment of when public representatives will be put on a forum of the Health Service Executive to bring the views of the public to the fore”. 
30(05)
Cllr. Pat Dunphy 


“That Kilkenny County Council appoints our own Occupation Therapist to deal with reports for the Disabled Persons Grant Scheme in view of the long delays from the Health Service Executive”. 

              Over discussions on this Notice of Motion it was agreed that this issue would be referred to the Housing SPC. 
31(05)
Cllr. Bobby Aylward 


Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council calls on the Minister for Communications, Noel Dempsey, T.D. to direct the Management of An Post to pay the increases and full arrears to An Post Pensioners dating back to November 2003. An Post claims liability to pay because of losing money. But, last year An Post made a profit and should now have the ability to pay”. 

32(05)
Cllrs. Maurice Shortall & John Brennan 

“That every option of co-location on existing masts in the area should be explored, before any new telecommunication mast is granted planning permission by Kilkenny County Council. All future telecommunications masts should be located at least 500 meters from any public or private building. We recommend that this policy should be adopted by Kilkenny County Council in the light of the huge numbers of 3G masts that are currently in the pipeline all over the county”. 


It was agreed that a policy would be put forward on this issue under the review of the County Development Plan. Responding to this notice of motion Philip O’ Neill, Director of Services informed members that it might be premature to put a policy inplace regarding this issue before the statutory review period. He further confirmed that there was a role for the planning SPC on this issue. 


Contributions by Cllrs. J. Brennan, M. Shortall, B. Aylward, T. Breathnach, P. Dunphy and T. Maher. 
13. 
14. Notices of Motion from other local authorities seeking support of Kilkenny County Council - 
Fógraí i dtaobh Rúin ó Údaráis Áitiúla eile ag lorg tacaíochta ó Chomhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh:

37(05) 
Kerry County Council – 4th August, 2005 

“That Rialtas na h-Eireann would make available to schools the finance necessary for the provision of off-road parking for the many rural schools which do not have same”. 

Noted 

38(05)
Macroom Town Council – 12th August, 2005 
“That this Council calls on the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Department of Finance to introduce financial incentives to encourage the use of alternative forms of energy to encourage their use in the Irish construction industry”. 

Noted. 
This concluded the business of the meeting. 
________________________ 


_______________________ 
Cathaoirleach 
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